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Since the publication of Silent Spring in 1962, interest in alternative pest-management strategies

has increased dramatically. As a way to reduce the use of pesticides and keep plants healthy,

integrated pest management (IPM) has evolved to emphasize prevention, early diagnosis (or

"scouting"), and long-term control strategies -- not quick fixes. Many nurseries, land-use agencies,

and public gardens now require the use of IPM as an intelligent, real-world system to raise plants in

an environmentally responsible manner. Despite a plethora of technical IPM training manuals, no

book until now has distilled its core philosophy for the home gardener, so that he or she can learn to

manage plant health as the professionals do, based on scientific principles. In IPM for Gardeners, a

team of experts explains how any gardener can use IPM techniques for success at home.

Authoritative, well-illustrated, and packed with case studies, this volume promises to change the

way we see our gardens.
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Gardeners are increasingly converting to a "green" frame of mind, and once that happens, all the

familiar toxic pesticides are thrown away, and something else must take their place. Consequently,

botanical gardens across the country are now offering classes on integrated pest management. This

guide sounds the trumpet, giving those gardeners hungry for information about how to improve the

conditions in their gardens a sound underpinning in methods aimed at using chemicals only when

deemed absolutely necessary. The case for IPM is clearly set forth in a framework that describes



what plants need to be healthy, what can cause diseases, and how insects function in our gardens.

Cloyd and his coauthors offer advice on how to recognize and assess pest problems as they occur,

discuss plant culture and selection, and outline physical means of control. Their explanations of

pest-control products are extremely helpful; the book's many photographs will aid in identifying

infestations and diseases, and the appendixes provide a wealth of additional information. Alice

JoyceCopyright Â© American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to the

Hardcover edition.

â€œThis book. . . . will empower any gardener who desires to use IPM techniques successfully at

home.â€•Â â€”American Gardener â€œAuthoritative, well illustrated, and packed with case studies,

this volume promises to change the way we see our gardens.â€•Â â€”Hobby Greenhouse â€œMy

favorite feature of IPM for Gardeners is the inclusion of offset snippets about topics ranging from

getting poinsettias to bloom to handy information about applying horticultural oils.â€•Â â€”E-Streams

â€œIf you want to explore the science behind the apparent â€˜magic,â€™ in depth, then this book is

for you.â€•Â â€”Kitchen Garden â€œRead this, and you should be well-prepared for making

day-to-day IPM choices.â€•Â â€”HortIdeas â€œAn excellent textbook for those who want a practical

foundation in IPM.â€•Â â€”Northwest Garden News â€œWhether you are a novice gardener or a

full-time farmer, IPM for Gardeners will do you and your garden a world of good.â€•Â â€”E, the

Environmental Magazine â€œThe book is written so that everyone can easily understand the

principles and practice of IPM.â€•Â â€”Bella Online â€œIPM for Gardeners is packed with tips to help

you maintain a healthy balance in your garden.â€•Â â€”Real Estate Showcase â€œLike all Timber

Press books, IPM for Gardeners is a handsome and lavishly illustrated book.â€•Â â€”New Farm

â€œBelongs in every serious gardenerâ€™s personal library. It could easily guide you toward

clearing off that shelf full of chemicals and, in the process, lead to a safer, more hospitable

environment.â€•Â â€”Northwest Indiana Times Â 

Well - it is my fault that I ordered this book - especially after seeing black & white photos during the

"look inside" feature. This just didn't make me realize how important color photos are when

determining affects of disease and insects on plants, etc. So buyer beware, the cover is in color, but

the 32 pages of plates are all black and white poor quality reproductions at that. The original plates

were in color - this apparently is a "hybrid" cheap repro of a UK "out of print" book. I almost sent it

back, I was so dismayed, but I am keeping it for a little more info that I may not have on hand. I

must add that the author points out issues with trees and plants that I have not seen in other books,



so the color photos would have been very important for me to understand what was being

discussed; as you just cannot discern in the B&W photos....Lesson learned....and I might add - WAY

overpriced for B&W. It gets a 2 since I can still use it for something...

The pictures in this book are black and white, very difficult to see. Do your research find a book with

color photos! My paperback copy only has a color photo cover, the 12 pages of photos inside are

black and white. Deceiving. A classmate has the original book with color photos, much easier to

identify the pests.

This book has been recommended in many Master Gardener training course throughout the

country. For gardeners who want to conduct their hobby in a responsible, sustainable manner, this

book provides a middle ground between two polar-opposite gardening philosophies--organic vs

conventional practices (insecticides, herbicides, fungacides)

The Look Inside feature does NOT represent the book that you will receive. "Look Inside" has color

plates of insects but the printed book is all black and white and the photos are almost worthless!

Thus the 1 star.This book provides an academic background on IPM. Maybe 20% is actionable

content for the home gardener. It would be a worthwhile reference in a shelf of books on IPM but

don't expect much in the way of practical techniques. If it was in color, I'd give it 3 stars for home

gardeners trying to implement IPM.
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